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ABOUT HRI
The Binghamton University Human Rights Institute
(HRI) advances research, teaching and community
engagement

in

human

rights.

transdisciplinary

human

rights

We

bring

a

perspective

to

important social problems and contribute to
evidence-based policymaking as well as critical
discourses

in

human

rights.

Drawing

upon

Binghamton University’s research excellence and
New York state’s rich history advocating and
advancing human rights, the HRI develops initiatives
with rights-based perspectives to impact public

policy in New York state, the United States and
internationally. We welcome new affiliates.
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INSTITUTE HIGHLIGHTS
The Human Rights Institute fosters:
• COLLABORATION

through 7 interdisciplinary
working groups and institutional partnerships

• PEDAGOGICAL innovation with two new curricula:

o HUMAN RIGHTS MINOR
o THE SOURCE PROJECT IN HUMAN RIGHTS
(a freshmen research immersion program)
• RESEARCH EXCELLENCE with

o VISITING SCHOLARS AND ACTIVISTS
o HUMAN RIGHTS RESEARCH COLLOQUIUM
o NEW BOOK SERIES - SUNY Press Studies in
Human Rights Series
▪ Editors Suzy Lee and Alexandra Moore
• PUBLIC

ENGAGEMENT through field projects,
writing for non-academic audiences, and
partnerships with human rights organizations
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FACULTY, STAFF, & AFFILIATES

CO-DIRECTOR: David Cingranelli

ADVISORY BOARD:

Professor of Political Science
Offices: LN-G100 and LN-G56
davidc@binghamton.edu

Bat-Ami Bar On (ex-officio), Professor of Philosophy
Suzy Lee, Assistant Professor of Human Development
Olga Shvetsova, Professor of Political Science and
Economics
Susan Wolcott, Associate Professor of Economics

CO- DIRECTOR: Alexandra S. Moore
Professor of English, General Literature &
Rhetoric
Offices: LN-G100 and LN-G29
amoore@binghamton.edu

AFFILIATED FACULTY:
Elisa Camiscioli, History and Women, Gender and Sexuality
Studies
Lubna Chaudhry, Human Development
John Cheng, Asian and Asian American studies
Kelly Clark, Q Center
Sidney Dement, Russian studies
Mikhail Filippov, Political Science
Óscar F. Gil-García, Human Development
S.G. Grant, teaching, Learning and Educational Leadership
Nicole Hassoun, Philosophy
Michael Jacobson, Office of Strategic Research Initiatives
Gabriella Lloyd, Institute for Genocide and Mass Atrocity
Prevention
Sabina Perrino, Anthropology and Linguistics
Lucia Pfizenmaier, Broome County HEARS and Sustainable
Communities
Jean Quataert, History
Birgit Brander Rasmussen, English, General Literature and
Rhetoric
Anthony Reeves, Philosophy
Kent F. Schull, History
Stacey Shipe, Social Work
Lisa Yun, English, General Literature and Rhetoric
Kate Martineau, Asian and Asian American Studies
Olubunmi B Oyewuwo-Gassikia, Social Work
Joshua M. Price, Sociology
Diren Valayden, Human Development

Denise Yull, Human Development
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DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRATOR:
Kathy Michaels
LN-G100
michaels@binghamton.edu
Phone:607-777-5254

GRADUATE ASSISTANT:
Laura Johnsen
LN-G100
Ljohnse1@binghamton.edu

GRADUATE STUDENT FELLOWS
Jennifer DeGregorio, English
Daimys Garcia, Comparative Literature
Laura Johnsen, Anthropology
Shahriar Islam, Human Development
Rabiu Abubakari, Human Development
Dominic Davy, Human Development

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT FELLOWS
Anna Gaspar Pereira Endo, Political Science
Ivan Gubarev, Political Science
Rati Lolashvili, Political Science
Morgan Harrington, English

CURRICULUM

HUMAN RIGHTS MINOR
The minor in Human Rights allows students with a passion for social justice and
interdisciplinary study to develop expertise in human rights structures, concepts,
politics, and applications.
The minor in Human Rights requires 25-credit hours, normally fulfilled through six
4-credit courses and a final portfolio with coursework and a reflective essay. At
least four of those courses must be completed at Binghamton University. Two of
the courses can also count toward the major.
Students will choose at least one of possible core courses below and then add
courses from a wide range of undergraduate offerings:
ENG 450: Human Rights in Literature and Film

HDEV 342: Introduction to Human Rights: Theories and Practices
HDEV 360: Global Politics and Human Rights
HDEV 379: Migration, Citizenship, and Human Rights
HIST 333: Human Rights Since 1945
PHIL 456H: International Law and Justice
PLSC 348: Human Rights and World Politics
PLSC 389Z: Human Rights: Issues for Debate
Contact Alexandra Moore, amoore@binghamton.edu for more information.
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THE SOURCE PROJECT:
FRESHMEN RESEARCH PROJECT
IN HUMAN RIGHTS

What are Human Rights and where do they come from? How can studying rights
violations help to build a better world? Students can start their academic career at
Binghamton University by developing their research skills in Human Rights and exploring
majors with Human Rights applications. This two-semester sequence will introduce firstyear students to foundational histories and concepts alongside research methodologies
drawn from social sciences and the humanities in Human Rights. We will look at the
various ways scholars and human rights workers define research questions about
Human Rights past and present and how research can be used to protect and promote
human flourishing in difficult times.
Our first semester course, HARP 176: Human Rights Concepts and Methods, will center
around case studies that ask us to bring different research methods together to address
specific violations. Students will conclude the semester by designing their own research
projects within the Human Rights Institute. In the second semester, students will have
the opportunity to work individually or in groups with faculty members in the Human
Rights Institute who are engaged in a wide range of Human Rights problem solving. Not
only will students participate directly in ongoing research projects, they will also learn
about different ways of disseminating and applying their research to reach diverse
audiences. The program's courses will also count toward the Human Rights Minor, for
students who are interested.
This course fulfills the G (Global) and N (Social Sciences) General Education
requirements and is open to all freshmen without prerequisite.
Project Leader: Dr. Alexandra Moore, Professor of English and Co-Director of the Human
Rights Institute, will lead the program. Professor Moore publishes widely in
contemporary literary and visual representations of torture, enforced disappearance,
incarceration, gendered rights violations, child soldiers, humanitarian interventionism,
and related topics. She also works with torture survivors and those fleeing political
persecution.
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RESEARCH

WORKING GROUPS

FIELD PROJECTS

PARTICIPATING
DEPARTMENTS

WORKING GROUPS
Anti-Trafficking Project (ATP)
Contact: Suzy Lee, suzylee@binghamton.edu
The ATP brings together a coalition of researchers, trafficked persons, students, service providers, advocates
and government representatives to understand the conditions that contribute to human trafficking and to
address existing gaps in anti-trafficking policy. A primary focus of the group is on sex trafficking from a human
rights-centered perspective and in relation to other forms of human trafficking. The ATP has multifaceted
objectives: promoting historical, sociological and cultural research on trafficking; identifying the human rights
needs of trafficked persons in specific locations; developing training materials for service providers that
promote survivor- and human rights-centered approaches (as opposed to punitive or rescue-oriented
approaches); and developing policies to prevent and address both domestic and international trafficking. The

ATP will share research, promote the interdisciplinary study of trafficking and identify strategies that pertain to
anti-trafficking initiatives in diverse locations.

Capitalism and Human Rights
Contact: Suzy Lee, suzylee@binghamton.edu
This working group analyzes and contributes to the debate over capitalism's relationship to human rights: Does
capitalism foster the best conditions for freedom to flourish? Are normative human rights limited by their
conceptual, structural and historical ties to private ownership? The group shares research and core readings,
with an eye toward future collaborative research projects.

Fascism
Contact: Bat-Ami Bar On ami@binghamton.edu, or Doug Holmes dholmes@binghamton.edu
Our working group is disciplinarily open and studies the rise and transformations of fascism both past and
present. While motivated by a quest for effective responses to fascism, our working group does not assume to
already know what fascism is but uses the term heuristically, and so as an aid for our learning, discovery, and
problem-solving processes. Among our goals is an exploration of means and methods of investigating
contemporary fascisms and developing multidisciplenary approaches to the study of the emergence of fascism
that are open to the social sciences, humanities, and arts.

Human Rights Pedagogies
Contact: Alexandra Moore, amoore@binghamton.edu
This working group organizes workshops and conversations around teaching human rights from transdisciplinary
perspectives. The goals of the workshops are to improve our individual courses as well as to build innovative
undergraduate and graduate curricula at Binghamton University. The group is also interested in publishing its
work.
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WORKING GROUPS
Mapping, Migration, and Rights
Contact: John Cheng, jcheng@binghamton.edu
This working group organizes workshops and conversations around migration, rights and their intersection, and
the mapping of their research themes and results. It is particularly interested in a) how the migration of peoples
across and through nations bring into relief, question, and disrupt state-based notions of rights; and b) how to
"map" the qualitative and quantitative dimensions of this concern – conceiving "mapping" broadly as analytically
and aesthetically concerned with narrative and flow as well as information and data. The group's goals are: to
share research related to these interests and explore cross-disciplinary and collaborative opportunities for
publication and other types of presentation: visual expression, multi-media installations, and digital humanities
projects.

Race, Postcoloniality, and Human Rights
Contact: Lubna Chaudhry, chaudhry@binghamton.edu
The group explores the complexities and nuances of the relationship between postcoloniality and race through
an analysis of circumstances set into motion after the onset of European colonialism. We are interested in
delving into the narratives of global racialization processes, their local contexts, and their material effects. We
also anticipate shared interests and potential collaborations with the working groups on capitalism and on
gender. One of our central questions is: To what extent can human rights discourses be used to address and
redress persisting legacies of racialized power relations? Our group is beginning with shared readings and
discussion, and our future plans include an intensive workshop and special issue of a journal. Faculty and
graduate students working with diverse methodologies and in different histories and locations of race,
postcoloniality, and human rights are welcome.

Religion and Human Rights
Contact: David Cingranelli, davidc@binghamton.edu
This group will focus on two questions. First, is religion the friend or enemy of human rights? This is an
important question, because religiosity is increasing in the developing world. The second topic is whether
religious conflicts in early modern Europe bear some similarity to the sectarian conflicts now rending parts of
the Middle East and North Africa. If so, do the European wars between Protestants and Catholics in the 16th
and 17th centuries contain useful lessons for modern political, religious, and military decision-makers? We will
focus our efforts on writing transdisciplinary concept papers, an edited book, and a proposal for external
funding.
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FIELD PROJECTS
The Parent Mentor Program
Contact Marguerite Wilson, mwilson@binghamton.edu, and Denise Yull, dyull@binghamton.edu
The Parent Mentor Program (Denise Yull, PI; Marguerite Wilson, Co-PI) is a Community-Based Participatory
Action Research (CBPAR) project using a race- and class-conscious framework to advocate for the educational
rights of marginalized families of color. The project seeks to (1) understand and reverse the processes of schoolbased dehumanization of parents and youth of color, (2) reframe parents' role in the school system as
advocates to bridge cultural disconnects between White teachers and students of color, and (3) understand
and dismantle patterns of disproportionate punitive disciplining (suspending, expelling, arresting) of students
of color in public schools.

Post-Conflict Rights in the Swat Valley, Pakistan
Contact Lubna Chaudhry, chaudhry@binghamton.edu
I have been conducting fieldwork in Swat Valley, Pakistan, since December 2009, when the people of Swat
started to come back to Swat after the end of the armed conflict between the Pakistani Taliban and the Pakistan
army. While I started off with an ethnographic study of post-conflict rights and issues of transitional justice, I
moved into gathering oral histories from women, youth and children about the development of cultures of
violence and the impact of these cultures on peoples' lives. I became interested in studying the Taliban
movement as a bid for rights denied to this federally designated tribal area by the nation state structure. I also
focused on the reconstruction process which again excluded voices and imperatives from the ground.
Ultimately the study has become a multi-layered attempt to understand postcolonial trauma and its intricate,
nuanced relationship to the struggle for rights.

Guatemalan Forced Migration
Contact Óscar F. Gil-García, ogil@binghamton.edu
This project focuses on the legal barriers to naturalization and citizenship of indigenous Mayan Guatemalan
refugees following their return or deportation from the U.S. to Mexico. Preliminary findings have been
published in The Conversation and republished in Plaza Pública and América Sin Muros in Guatemala and
Mexico, respectively. A photo-documentary component of the study titled "Guatemalan Forced Migration,"
was selected for the Art & Oppression exhibition at the Marion Center for Photographic Arts in Santa Fe and
is on permanent display at CENTER in Santa Fe. Forthcoming publications from the study will be used to shape
policies that enable the legalization of stateless migrants who fled the Guatemalan military conflict (19541996) and now reside in Mexico.
Refugee Assistance Project
Contact Kent F. Schull, kschull@binghamton.edu
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EVENTS

EVENTS
HRI GUEST LECTURES

PEDAGOGY WORKSHOPS

READING GROUPS

RESEARCH COLLOQUIUM

HRI SPEAKER SERIES
Jan 18th

Dr. Stephanie DeGooyer
Willamette University

“Hannah Arendt and the Refugee Crisis”

Jan 31st

Feb 5th
Dr. Elizabeth Anker
Cornell University

“Screening Immigrant Rights, or
the Biopolitical Constitution of
Europe”
This talk examines the preoccupation
with the human rights of immigrants
that extends across a series of 21st
Century films by some of the most
acclaimed European and other directors
of global cinema (Michael Haneke,
Stephen Frears, the Dardenne brothers,
among others). It contextualizes this
focus in relation to the breakdown of
the movement for a formal European
Constitution and the biological (or
“biopolitical”) associations of the term
constitution, raising questions about
whether and why the form of the
constitution has conventionally been
wedded to national identity and
conceptions of citizenship.

Dr. Joseph Slaughter
Columbia University

“Hijacking Human Rights: Neoliberalism,
the New Historiography, and the End of
the Third World”
Recent histories identify the 1970s as the
“breakthrough” period when human rights
discourse gained traction globally. However, most
of the new historiographers adopt an AmericoEurocentric perspective that disregards events and
peoples in the rest of the world. For many in the
Global South, the Western rediscovery of human
rights looks more like retrenchment and
repossession, part of a larger “roll back” of Third
World agendas to decolonize the international
order. The 1970s also witnessed increased airline
hijackings and a reversal in the meaning of
“terrorism.” Together, these forces effected a
neoliberal hijacking of human rights.

Dr. Elizabeth Anker
Photo Credit: BU Pipedream Contributor,
Sidney Slon
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HRI SPEAKER SERIES
Mar 27th

Mohamedou Ould Slahi
Former Detainee and Author of

Guantánamo Diary

Apr 9th
Mohamedou Ould Slahi and Student

Larry Siems

Dr. Crystal Parikh

Knight First Amendment Institute
Keynote Address for HRI Research
Colloquium

New York University

“On Accountability and
Human Rights

Apr 12th
13

“An Aesthetics of Kin and the Rights of
the Child in Minor U.S. Literatures”
Human rights are usually understood to be that
which Americans deliver unto others elsewhere,
with little direct meaning for U.S. legal discourse,
domestic political struggle, or American literary
and cultural studies back at home. Writing Human
Rights: The Political Imaginaries of Writers of Color
(University of Minnesota Press, 2017) instead
proposes human rights as a method for reading
“minor literatures,” or fiction authored by
contemporary U.S. writers of color. By engaging
the ethical deliberations that these minor
literatures stage, it explores the conditions under
which new norms, more capacious formulations of
rights, and alternative kinds of political community
emerge. Drawn from the conclusion of Writing
Human Rights, this lecture examines in particular
the rights of the child and the “right to family,” in
tandem with the aesthetics of kin advanced by
minor literatures.

HRI SPEAKER SERIES
Michael Bronner
director, producer, screenwriter

Apr 24th
Apr 25th
Noel Altaha
Columbia University, School of Social Work

Michael Bronner

Alex Jimerson
New York University,
Steinhardt Department of Food Studies

Reynaldo Morales
University of Wisconsin-Madison

Hosted By:
Birgit Brander Rasmussen

From Left: Reynaldo Morales, Noel Altaha,
and Alex Jimerson

May
1st

“Human Rights, Indigenous Rights:
A Dialogue about Decolonizing the
Americas”

Amy Sara Carroll
University of Michigan
Co-Founder of Transborder Immigrant Tool

Ricardo Dominguez
University of California, San-Diego
Co-Founder of Electronic Disturbance Theater

From Left:
Ricardo Dominguez and
Amy Sara Carroll
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RESEARCH COLLOQUIUM
APRIL 9TH & 10TH
Monday, April 9
Olga Shvetsova, Political Science: Whose Health?
Myra Sabir, Human Development: Human Right to
Good-Enough Mothering
Oscar Gil-Garcia, Human Development: Guatemalan
Forced Migration: Promoting Human Rights Through
Collaboration
Joshua Price, Sociology: Human Rights and Jail Deaths
in the U.S.
Tony Reeves, Philosophy: Risk, Responsibility, and
Human Rights
Mikhail Filippov, Political Science: Political
Accountability and Human Rights
Diren Valayden, Human Development: Governing
Feral Beings: Race and the Boundaries of the Human
Liz DiGangi, Anthropology: Best practices for
engagement and involvement with families during
human remains repatriation proceedings using a case
study of the exhumations at the Carlisle Indian
Residential School

Tuesday, April 10
Nicole Hassoun, Philosophy
John Cheng, Asian and Asian Diaspora Studies: The
Precarity and Persistence of Asian American Racial
Citizenship in the 20th Century
Ada Robinson-Perez, Community Research and
Action: Examining Racial Microaggressions and the
Effects on Mental Health
Miesha Marzell, Social Work: Influences on high-risk
substance abuse behaviors among specific populations
Suzy Lee, Human Development and Bunmi OyewuwoGassikia, Social Work: T-Visa Project
David Cingranelli, Political Science: Religion and
Human Rights
Lubna Chaudhry, Human Development: Human Rights
Work in Pakistan
Jen DeGregorio, English: Solmaz Sharif, LOOK
Alexandra Moore, English: What War on Terror Black
Sites Show and Tell
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LOOKING AHEAD

FALL 2018-SPRING 2019
Fall
Join us for a visit by Binghamton University alumna and
filmmaker Stephanie Black, who will be screening her two
films Life and Debt and H2 Worker and meeting with students.
Co-sponsored by Cinema Studies

Spring
The Human Rights Institute will host a 2-day, SUNY-wide
conference
on
“Technologies
of
Human
Rights
Representation.” The conference will explore our different
disciplinary approaches to human rights as well as the
technological platforms that are transforming the way we
recognize and understand human rights violations.
With funding from the SUNY Conversations in the Disciplines
grant program and Binghamton University’s Citizenship,
Rights, and Cultural Belonging Transdisciplinary Area of
Excellence.
Freshmen in The Source Project: Program in Human Rights
will exhibit their research during the University’s Student
Research Days
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FUNDING PRIORITIES
▪ Recognizing student and faculty research excellence
▪ Supporting student engagement in human rights work
through internships and experiential learning
▪ Bringing human rights practitioners to campus
▪ Providing academic resources in the History of Human
Rights and International Human Rights Law

Make a Gift
Online or By Check payable to:
"BU Foundation, HRI Account #11159"
Mail to:
Binghamton University Foundation
PO Box 6005
Binghamton, NY 13902-6005
or hand deliver or inter-campus mail to:
Binghamton University Foundation, Couper 208
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